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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE — STRENGTHENING RESPONSES 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [10.06 am]: Today’s rally is a 

timely reminder of the devastating impact domestic violence has on our families and communities. This 

insidious problem affects Western Australian families regardless of wealth, ethnicity or religion. There are more 

than 39 000 incidents of domestic and family violence reported annually, and in 2011 there were nine DV-

related homicides in Western Australia—both confronting and saddening statistics. Strengthening the service 

system to offer greater protection to victims of family and domestic violence and stronger consequences for 

those who perpetrate violence is this government’s priority, and since 2008 we have made significant inroads in 

this regard. 

Family and domestic violence is a complex problem requiring a multi-agency response across state and 

commonwealth government departments in conjunction with the community sector. The current approach to 

family and domestic violence includes a focus on systemic reform through the implementation of an integrated 

response. Major family and domestic violence initiatives already underway include — 

the co-location of senior child protection workers in WA police stations across all 17 of the state’s child 

protection districts, representing a $1.6 million investment in 2011–12; 

the implementation of the family and domestic violence common risk assessment risk management 

framework, supported by a comprehensive training program that sets a minimum standard for 

screening, risk assessment and risk management for all service providers across the state; 

family and domestic violence case management and coordination services operating multi-agency case 

management groups for cases involving family and domestic violence in 17 regions throughout the 

state; 

twenty-four hour domestic violence helplines offering access to crisis accommodation, counselling and 

support for women experiencing family and domestic violence, and trained counsellors to work with 

men who perpetrate violence; 

social marketing campaigns aimed at educating the community about family and domestic violence, and 

encouraging women to seek help if they are experiencing abuse. Examples of these include the Freedom 

from Fear campaign and the Youth Say No website; 

community awareness-raising activities, including the Respectful Relationships education initiative 

being delivered to schools throughout the state and annual events such as the silent domestic violence 

memorial march and White Ribbon Day, which gain further momentum each and every year; 

through the National Affordable Housing Agreement, joint state–federal funding of approximately 

$18 million per annum allocated to domestic violence accommodation and support services, including 

37 women’s refuges; and 

under the National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness, the state and commonwealth jointly 

committing $6.8 million over four years from 2009 to the Safe at Home and Domestic Violence 

Outreach programs, which provide a range of initiatives to help women and children remain in their 

homes following a family and domestic violence incident. 

As I informed the house in August 2011 with the tabling of the mid-term progress report, the systemic reforms 

envisioned in the ―Western Australia Strategic Plan for Family and Domestic Violence 2009–2013‖ are 

advancing well, with the progressive implementation of measures to ensure an integrated response and consistent 

service provision across government agencies and community service providers. 

Our state’s efforts align with the 12-year action framework set out in the ―National Plan to Reduce Violence 

against Women and their Children‖. As part of our commitment to the national plan, a new WA family and 

domestic violence prevention strategy to 2022 is now being developed in consultation with the Family and 

Domestic Violence Senior Officers’ Group, comprising members from across relevant government departments 

and the Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services. This is expected to be released in June 

2012 and will build upon the initiatives of the current state strategic plan to continue the program of reform over 

the long term.  

This government has also been instrumental in ensuring that the vulnerable victims of family and domestic 

violence are afforded the protection they deserve by introducing a three-strikes rule for people who breach 

violence restraining orders. Not only are these provisions the strictest in Australia, they also send a clear message 

to perpetrators that their repeated violent behaviour will be met with a prison sentence. The Liberal–National 
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government is also the first to endorse the establishment of a family and domestic violence fatality review in 

Western Australia. The review process will be managed by the Ombudsman’s office and is expected to be 

operational by July 2012. It is hoped that the process will identify systemic issues and factors that contribute to 

domestic homicide with the hope of reducing the number of fatalities that we are unfortunately seeing at present.  

While our government has made a great deal of progress in addressing the issue of family and domestic violence 

in our state, there is still much work to be done, including exploring the possibility for further legislative reform. 

I understand that the Attorney General’s office has been engaged in productive discussions with the Women’s 

Council for Family and Domestic Violence Services on this matter, and I am supportive of this process.  

 


